PREFERENCES AND CERTAINTY, n = 205 % Life Support Preferences Based on Scenario

BACKGROUND
• Hypothetical scenarios are often used in advance care planning -E.g., Imagine you were in a coma.."
• Patients have difficulty extrapolating preferences to unknown future circumstances
• If patients are not completely certain about their choices: -we may misrepresent their preferences in a medical crisis
• Almost 50% of diverse older adults who reported a treatment preference based on a hypothetical scenario were uncertain about their decision
• Uncertainty was more common among minorities and participants with limited literacy and poor health status
OBJECTIVES
• To assess treatment preferences in response to a scenario
• To assess uncertainty about these treatment preferences
• To assess associations between uncertainty and patient characteristics
METHODS
• DESIGN: Cross sectional, descriptive 
CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS:
• Patients may not be ready or able to make definitive advance treatment decisions based upon hypothetical scenarios
• By assuming advance treatment decisions represent truth: -we may misrepresent patients' preferences, especially among minorities and patients w/ limited literacy
• Need to move away from asking patients to make definitive advance treatment decisions based on "what ifs"
• Need to move towards preparing patients and surrogates to talk to one another, identify their values, and make decisions in the face of serious illness -To this end, we need culturally sensitive, literacy-appropriate decision support tools 
RESULTS
PATIENT CHARACTERISTICS ASSOCIATED WITH UNCERTAINTY
